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Research Paper Conclusion Checklist

Six questions to review your conclusion before submitting your research paper.

01 Answer the question

Does the conclusion answer the research question rather than merely restate the topic?

02 Synthesis

Does it synthesise the main findings instead of listing results?

03 Contribution

Is the contribution to knowledge specific and supported by the evidence?

04 Limitations

Are the limitations acknowledged without overstating or undermining the findings?

05 Implications and next steps

Do the implications and future research directions follow logically from the study?

06 Final sentence

Does the final sentence reinforce the central insight without introducing new information?

TWO FINAL TESTS

Read your conclusion on its own. Can someone understand what the study establishes, why it matters and how far
its claims extend?

Read your introduction and conclusion together. Do they address the same research problem, with the conclusion
showing what has been learned?
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